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had brought in.1 But alas ! the miscarriage of that noble
project for the safety of the Church, had another original;
the knowledge whereof depends upon a piece of secret
history that I shall now lay open.

These church-protectors had directed a Presbyterian
preacher to draw up a bill for repealing the test; it was
accordingly done with great art, and in the preamble, several
expressions of civility to the established Church; and when
it came to the qualifications of all those who were to enter
on any office, the compiler had taken special care to make
them large enough for all Christians whatsoever, by tran-
scribing the very words (only formed into an oath) which
Quakers are obliged to profess by a former Act of Parlia-
ment; as I shall here set them down.2 "I A.B. profess
faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ His eternal
Son, the true God, and in the Holy Spirit one God blessed
for evermore; and do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of
the Old and New Testament to be given by divine inspira-
tion." This bill was carried to the chief leaders for their
approbation, with these terrible words turned into an oath :
What should they do ? Those few among them who fancied
they believed in God, were sure they did not believe in
Christ, or the Holy Spirit, or one syllable of the Bible; and
they were as sure that every body knew their opinion in
those matters, which indeed they had been always too sincere
to disguise; how therefore could they take such an oath as
that, without ruining their reputation with Tindal, Toland,3
Coward,4 Collins, Clendon,5and all the tribe of free-thinkers,

1                                     This paper was a pamphlet by Charles Leslie, published October,
1708, which was condemned to be burnt by the House of Commons in
January, I7fft-   I* was entitled, " A Letter from a Gentleman in
Scotland to his Friend in England, against the Sacramental Test."
[T. S.J

2                                   This declaration was prescribed by the Act I William and Mary,
c. 18, s. 13.   It was repealed in 1871.   [T. S.]

3                            John Toland, author of " Christianity not Mysterious " (1696) and
other works.   See note on p. 9 of vol. iii. of present edition.   [T. S.]

4                                William Coward (1656-1725), physician, was the author of " Second
Thoughts Concerning Human Soul" (1702), and " The Grand Essay ;
or A Vindication of Reason and Religion " (i7o|).   Both these works
were ordered by the House of Commons to be burnt, March lyth,
I7o|.   See also note on p. 9 of vol. iii. of present edition.   [T. S.]

5                              John Clendon was the author of " A Treatise of the Word Person "